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1. CALL TO ORDER

The Sustainability Committee meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL
Present:		Chairman Musillami and Alderman Finn
Also Present:	Mayor McDermott, Alderman Benson, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Frohlich, City Clerk Kmet, Treasurer Bolt, City Administrator Paul, Deputy Clerk Cordova, and Finance Director Schutter

Absent:		Alderman Mikolyzk

3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC.

None. 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE JANUARY 27, 2025 SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING.

4.a.	The minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 27, 2025 were previously distributed to the members of the Sustainability Committee. 

	Alderman Finn made a motion to approve the minutes of the Sustainability Committee meeting of January 27, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Musillami and carried unanimously.  

5. BUSINESS FROM THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO DETERMINED, ACTION UPON:

5.a.  Presentation of the City of Countryside’s EV Readiness Award

City Administrator Paul said the Sustainability Committee directed the staff to join the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ EV Ready Cohort.  There was several staff members that worked on this project.  Permits had to be updated, information had to be posted on the internet, zoning codes needed to be amended, and there were building issues that needed to be updated in the code book.  We also received a special recognition for our innovated EV infrastructure including our Municipal Center and the EV chargers we provide for the public.  City Administrator Paul presented Chairman Musillami with the awards.  


	5.b.  Discussion on sustainable initiative-create an award to encourage and report sustainable behaviors for residents at home.

	Deputy Clerk Cordova said every year City Administrator Paul gives us a sustainable initiative to complete throughout the year.  I had to create an award to encourage and report sustainable behaviors for our residents at home.  The award is called Countryside Green Living Award.  The award would recognize residents who go above and beyond to make our community cleaner, greener, and more sustainable.  Some items are conserving water, reduce waste, planting native gardens or finding creative ways to live a more sustainably.  To be eligible the resident can nominate themselves, a neighbor or a household that demonstrates any of the categories listed below.  The categories are:  energy saver, water wise, waste warrior, pollinator partner, or green innovation.  To nominate you have to have one of the items completed by showing proof through pictures or explain how you do it.  To select a winner I would come back to the Sustainability Committee and present the items I received from the residents.  The Committee would pick the winner either by category or an overall winner.  I would start advertising this program in January and present the residents the awards around October.  

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Clerk Cordova said about a year ago she had a conversation with Alderman Finn and he wanted to know why we are not part of the Tree City USA.  I looked into the requirements to be able to be a part of this program.  Last year we missed the deadline.  You only have two months to apply to be a part of the Tree City USA.  Because I applied last year they sent me an email to say it is time to apply.  I started the application process and out of the four items that need to be done, we have one more to do.  We have to write a proclamation and celebrate Arbor Day.  Arbor Day can be celebrated on any day of the year.  This last item has to be done by December 31, 2025.  Once you become a member, there are grants through them that we can apply for.  

City Administrator Paul gave an update on the Countryside Working Bees.  We only have one hive that is producing honey.  There is another hive that only has honey on the bottom, but we need to leave that so the bees have food over the winter.  

7. ADJOURN

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Musillami asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Chairman Musillami and carried unanimously. 

Chairman Musillami declared the meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.


APPROVED: 

						Respectfully Submitted,

													
						Chairman, Scott Musillami 
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